March 11, 2008 

Town Board Minutes 

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on March 11, 2008 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 
LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

ROSEMARY BOYLE-LASHER
Assistant to the Director 

of DOTS 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Resource Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 

* * * * * * * * * * 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS
Supervisor Puglisi first presented proclamations for employees of the Quarter for the first, second and third quarter of 2007 to employees to Edward Longin, Highway Division D.E.S, Louis Sansone, Sanitation Division, D.E.S., and Andrea Wertheimer, Office of the Comptroller. Councilmember Frank Farrell was called to assist with the proclamations.
Edward Longin was first called up accompanied by his family.  Supervisor Puglisi spoke of his life and his service with the Town of Cortlandt and stated that she’s known him for many years commenting what a pleasure is has been to have him as a worker in the Town of Cortlandt. Councilman Farrell commented on his appreciation of the efforts of Mr. Longin’s department, read the proclamation and gave congratulations.

Supervisor Puglisi indicated that Mr. Louis Sansone was not able to attend the meeting so his biography was read and his proclamation issued.

Andrea Wertheimer was then introduced and brought up to the podium accompanied by her husband.  Her history with the Town and her capabilities with computer technology were chronicled by Supervisor Puglisi and the proclamation was read by Councilmember Farrell.
Glenn Cestaro, Comptroller, spoke of Ms. Wertheimer as a dedicated employee always ready to take on new technology and especially the fact that she is a “walking encyclopedia” of the profiles of every Town employee which is an asset to the department. He congratulated her on doing a wonderful job.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Supervisor Puglisi wanted to inform the community that for the first time the Town Board Meetings will be video streamed, an effort by the technology department headed by Councilmember Sloan. It means the meetings can be watched 27/7. It will be starting this Friday. 

Supervisor Puglisi introduced Debbie Costello, the advisor for the Hendrick Hudson Leos Club which is a community service organization for students in grades 7-12. She discussed that the group is concerned with the many people they know that are affected by cancer. This has prompted them to want to do something about it by putting together an event called Stay Awake-a-Thon, the premise being that cancer never sleeps and we can’t sleep til we find a cure. The purpose is to bring the community together and to raise money for the American Cancer Society and Happiness is Camping for kids with cancer. The event will be held Saturday, May 3 and she proceeded to give the details of the event and asked for participants. Flyers are available with information for the event.
Supervisor Puglisi then discussed the occurrence at the A&P parking lot and how fortunate the Town is to have the New York State Police and the Westchester County Police Department at work with the Town.  She indicated that the Town’s Code Enforcement was directed to the Watergate Motel where allegedly the perpetrator was residing in some capacity to look to see if there are violations.  The Westchester County Health Dept. was also notified to do the same. The Dept. of Social Services was also contacted to request information regarding the housing of individuals at this motel, if they have contracts with them or not (she was told not), if there are any sex offenders residing at that facility.

Other business owners, large stores, malls, were urged to step up their security- outdoor lighting, etc. She urged citizens to contact representatives in Congress, Senate, and the President to strengthen the sex offender’s laws.  She stated that each state is different but should be uniform throughout the country and the laws should be stricter and stronger. There are three levels of sex offenders, 1, 2 and 3, with 3 being the worst.
Supervisor Puglisi then informed the public that they would have the opportunity to ask questions at this meeting and then introduced Captain Michael Realmuto who then introduced Senior Investigator Bruce Cuccia from the State Police barracks in Cortlandt to discuss the facts of the occurrence to dispel any of the various rumors.

Investigator Cuccia indicated that this is an isolated act in that this type of crime is rare for our community and, though the discussion will be opened for questions, he is not able to compromise the case for the prosecution’s sake and they are limited in what they can divulge. 

He proceeded to explain: 
On Feb. 26th at approx. 9:15 p.m. a female resident shopping at the Croton A&P in the Town of Cortlandt, upon returning to her car after returning the cart, was accosted by an individual who approached her from the passenger side.  He was armed with a knife and had a ski mask on at the time.  He took control of the car and drove to location at the Springvale parking lot and blindfolded her.  He then drove to Graymoor off Rt. 9 where he sexually assaulted her and released her. She went to an office in Graymoor and contacted security personnel and made a report to the police. An intense investigation was initiated involving all personnel in State Police Barracks in Cortlandt and other stations in the community.  The next day the victim’s car was located in Beacon in a residential area around 
5 p.m.  A police dog was able to pick up tracks from the vehicle to an apartment complex in Beacon and the police interviewed the persons at that complex. A lead was developed on Richard Brown who had stayed at that apartment the previous night.  The following day he was located at Springvale Apts and was placed under arrest for kidnapping, robbery and sexual assault.  Investigator 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Investigator Cuccia stated that he appreciated all the cooperative help they received from other barracks in this investigation.
Supervisor Puglisi then asked Detective Simone Giuseppe to speak.  She spoke of the sex offenders status located in Westchester County and the monitoring of them.  She spoke of a sex offender unit that monitors the cases and in Westchester County they are responsible for a total of 65 cases of which 19 are in Cortlandt.  She spoke of the requirements to monitor them and make sure they comply with the laws, verify their addresses each time they move and any changes in their status. She indicated that Richard Brown was known to Westchester County, placed in a shelter, moved to Yonkers and that he was compliant with the law. All is a joint effort to keep each other informed.   Questions were asked regarding procedure of monitoring sex offenders .

Councilmember Lindau asked about the tracking of the moves of the offender and if the towns are notified of a move to that community. Detective Giuseppe indicated that they do so.
Councilmember Sloan asked that if a sex offender gets released from prison, does he choose the community he wants to live in or does the government agency assign him to a community

Detective Giuseppe answered that if not under probation or parole, then he is placed where it is suitable for him.

Councilmember Farrell indicated his concern of the numbers of sex offenders in the Town of Cortlandt and the high percentage for our Town to bear.  Of the 19, 2 were placed by County and the others are here on their own volition and circumstances.  He urged the Board to look into how they came to be here in these numbers, whether by their own volition or placed by the County and the need to follow up on them. Councilmember Sloan asked for the number count regarding Westchester County. The number in surrounding jurisdictions were discussed and the different agencies monitoring. 
Councilmember Farrell asked why is there not one centralize agency that keeps track of all these individuals?

Detective Giuseppe responded that it is a joint effort in the monitoring the sex offenders but because each has their own police department, they are responsible for who is in their jurisdiction.

 Supervisor Puglisi indicated she would have figures and data regarding this researched and put on the Town website. She referred to the link “Community Links” and click on Westchester County Police website and find out about the sex offenders at various levels and where they reside and the different levels of sex offenders. The Supervisor mentioned her efforts in the past to alert a neighborhood of a residing sex offender and emphasized the need to reform the laws.
Other questions to Detective Giuseppe were brought up by residents:
Tracy Brennan-Pennas- asked what is the difference in levels of sex offenders and asked what the police do to track the sex offender.

Detective Giuseppe discusses the registering and the re-registering of the sex offender and the consequences of not complying and the police will then go and look for them. Photo updates are required and verifying the information of their address and employer, car information, etc. to keep track of them.

 Councilmember Becker then asked where Richard Brown was residing a few days prior to the incident
 Detective Giuseppe responded that she didn’t have that answer.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

NYS Police Investigator Steven Listner then responded that up until 6 days prior to the incident Richard Brown had been living in Yonkers at the registered address.  He was in the process of being evicted but hadn’t gone through the court system. He had been living on the Watergate property, not in a room, but perhaps underneath some of the buildings.  He was homeless at the time of the incident.

Supervisor Puglisi wondered how this was possible and not been seen and commented that everyone must be aware and if they see something that looks unusual and if they have a doubt they must call the police.
Edward Fried - discussed the numbers of monitored sex offenders:  there are 69 sex offenders monitored of which 36 of them are jailed, leaving 29 of which 19 are in Cortlandt. He was interested in how two thirds of those not in jail are in our Town. 
Responded to by Detective Cuccia who indicated that the offender must report to the city, town or village police department where he resides.  Westchester County verifies sex offenders within the Town of Cortlandt because there is no Town police department and refers all activities to the State Police. The remainder of the County is monitored by each police department regarding the monitoring and registering of sex offenders. It is dispersed throughout Westchester County, so it’s difficult to grasp the enormity of these verifications based upon the number of crimes we have in Westchester County. He pointed out that there is a central data base in New York State that maintains a central registry of all sex offenders in New York State but it is the responsibility of those individual police departments in the city, town and villages to maintain and track the offenders that reside within their jurisdiction and any changes passed on to the other departments. 

Edward Fried then asked if there is any data on criminal or violent acts by these registered offenders after they are registered?

Detective Giuseppe responded that they have not had any repeat offenders.
                          .
Supervisor Puglisi thanked the State Police and Westchester County police for coming to the Town Board Meeting and sharing the information and giving the facts and emphasized again that we need to be vigilante and urged again for the public to go to the Town of Cortlandt website and the Westchester County Police for the information on sex offenders, and speak to the officials in Washington regarding the laws.
Supervisor Puglisi then acknowledged and welcomed the members of Boy Scout Troop 45 who are at the meeting working on the badge “Citizen of the Community” Badge.
* * * * * * * * * *

ROLL CALL 

On a roll call attendance was taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board Members indicated their presence.  

* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS 
Councilmember John Sloan - acknowledged that there are a lot of people in the Town who are involved with technology such as Ed (Vergano), Kathleen (Burleson), Jo-Ann (Dyckman), just about every department we have. The technology can now help us communicate with the public especially for those who are unable to get to a Town meeting, so it is “good stuff”.  
Supervisor Puglisi called Councilmember Sloan our “guru” of the subject.

Councilmember Sloan commented on his “Go for the Green” program, and this is the third tip. He discussed kilowatts and the figure of 21 cents per kilowatt.  If one does the math, he concluded that the porch light bulb that you leave on for 7-8 hours per night cost about $1 per week in terms of electricity you use. That is $4 per month or about $50 per year, just for that one bulb.  Therefore, this kind of math is an education of the advantage of shutting off lights as we finally have financial justification.

Councilmember Frank Farrell- stated that in a few days Buchanan will be having its St. Patrick’s Day parade on Sunday the 16th.  The Marshall this year will be Bob Miller, operator of the Palace Deli in the circle in Buchanan. Councilmember Farrell  went on to say that he also represented the Town Board at the Cub Scout “Hour of Light” ceremony for pack 28 in Croton where about a dozen young fellows were moving ahead in their cub scouting, bringing back fond memories of when he was a Cub Scout.
He spoke of the improvements of the road on Montrose Station Road and discussed improvements of sight distance, rocks, trees, etc.  and that if you look to your left onto Washington Street, your vision is obstructed by a large outcropping of rocks and trees. That property is the County’s so the Town is trying to make the case that this is a case of safety and welfare and we are hopeful to proceed with this improvement.
Councilmember Richard Becker- spoke of an article he read recently about a local hotel that implied that somehow the Town of Cortlandt dropped the ball and lost the opportunity for this hotel. He found this very disconcerting so he looked into what it was about and determined that this is not the case.  He stated that the Town went to bat and tried to help the applicant to get the hotel built under the law. The Town is restricted by law as to what it can do and it tries to give a reasonable tax base without requiring the citizens to support it financially.  We did all we could do but unfortunately the applicant decided it was not enough. Councilmember Becker stressed that the Town did all it could do in the negotiations and that the Town is very interested in attracting business, it wants to help that tax base, and try to direct it to areas that are already developed to protect our open space. He stated that the article was somewhat misleading and misinformed and our Town Attorney has drafted a response to that article to clarity our position further.
Councilmember Ann Lindau-  stated that the CAC committee is looking for volunteers and discussed the requirements giving the Supervisor’s office number. If anyone is interested the office will get them in touch with the Chairman of the CAC, John Milmore.
Councilmember Lindau announced that The Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber of Commerce will have the Gateway Express on March 26th at 2-6 p.m. at Crystal Bay instead of Colonial Terrace because of the fire. She stated that this is a very fine event where people can see the different businesses in the community.  The Town will have a table, the Economic Challenge Committee and Jeff Tkacs, the Town’s  Homeland Security Director will be there. If there are any questions, one is to call the Chamber of Commerce at 914-737-3600
 Supervisor Puglisi inserted that the Colonial Terrace will be opening in a few months.
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilmember Sloan commented about an event of over 300 people that was transferred to the Holiday Inn at Fishkill and the great deal of cooperation by Colonial Terrace and the Holiday Inn to affect the change. He commented that we are fortunate that it worked out and look forward to the reopening.

* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 15, 2008 and February 25, 2008 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.

All voted AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS  

(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and entered into the Official Public Hearing Minute Book located in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

The following Public Hearing was adjourned:

1.
Reconvene a Public Hearing to consider revising the Table of 
Dimensional Requirements.
Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper. 

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:57 p.m.

A motion to adjourn til April 15, 2008 was made by Councilmember Becker at 8:58 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Lindau.
 All voted AYE.

Discussion:
 Supervisor Puglisi: promised information from the Zoning Board of Appeals for our next meeting.
2.
Public Hearing to consider a Local Law to provide for a Cold War 
Veterans Exemption
Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper. 

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 9:00 p.m.

Discussion:
Supervisor Puglisi- indicated that New York State has passed this State legislation and has trickled down to the Town.  There is this public hearing for the Town Board to entertain and consider it.
Tom Wood- explained this Local Law: By this local law, if approved, the Town 
PUBLIC HEARINGS, (cont.)

would adopt the exemption created by the State Legislature. It’s a small exemption for anyone who is not eligible for one of the other veteran’s exemptions and who served during the cold war periods which are defined in this period of time publicly known as the Persian Gulf War, Iraqi war etc.. It’s for a ten year period and it’s only available for personal residences. 

Supervisor Puglisi – stated it would be reviewed after 10 years, and if one already has a veteran’s exemption, one would not be eligible.
.

Councilmember Lindau:  stated that the years to be covered for the exemption  are between 1945 and 1991.
Councilmember Sloan: indicated his disapproval of this Local Law, stating that it is intended for Albany legislatures to make themselves look good but is at the expense of the local taxpayers, that it is a “false” law an that it could be done with any group and they pass the buck down to the local taxpayer and expressed his decision not to vote for this law.

Supervisor Puglisi, Councilmembers Farrell , Lindau and Becker expressed their support of this law.  

There were no additional persons wishing to comment. The motion to close the public hearing at 9:14 p.m., and to adopt a negative declaration on motion by Councilmember Lindau, seconded by Councilmember Farrell. 
 All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO. 93-08 RE: ADOPT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION WITH RESPECT TO PROVIDING FOR A COLD WAR VETERANS EXEMPTION
A motion to adopt the following Local Law with respect to providing for a Cold War Veterans Exemption was made by Councilmember Lindau and seconded by Councilmember Farrell.   

A polled vote of the board was as follows:

Councilmember Sloan
NO

Councilmember Becker
AYE

Supervisor Puglisi

AYE

Councilmember Lindau
AYE

Councilmember Farrell
AYE

The local law was declared adopted.
LOCAL LAW NO. 2 -08 RE: ADOPT A LOCAL LAW TO PROVIDE FOR A COLD WAR VETERANS EXEMPTION.

* * * * * * * * * *
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
James Tina- 18 Stevenson Lane- spoke of letter written by him to the Supervisor on Feb. 13th regarding a situation with contractor’s yard near his residence which is basically a junkyard and an eyesore from his property.  He stated there was burning also on the property and complained of the smoke produced. He asked for some cooperation and help.
HEARING of CITIZENS, (cont.)

Supervisor Puglisi indicated that Code Enforcement was asked to contact him and that Ed Vergano would get his numbers and look into any escalation of activities there.
Tom Wood stated that a fence was required and the contractor received a violation and then complied but the zoning of the contractor’s yard was grandfathered.
Marilyn Fitzgerald - 28 Old Oregon Road- spoke of Town of Cortlandt being a very special place to live and of the award her son received from the Navy.

* * * * * * * * * * 

BID REPORTS 

None

* * * * * * * * * * 
REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion. 

Annual 2007 Youth Program Report from the Recreation Division of DES.


January, 2008 Report from the Town Justices, the Office for the Aging, 
and the Water Division of DOTS 

February, 2008 Report from the Purchasing Department, the Receiver of 
Taxes and the Town Clerk

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * * 

OLD BUSINESS 
Receive and File the following:  

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, and resolutions adopted, seconded by Councilmember Becker.  
1.
Report from DES with respect to a request for a stop sign at James Street 
and 10th Street; and authorize same.

RESOLUTION NO. 94-08 – RE:
Amend V & T code to provide for a stop sign on James Street where it intersects with 10th street in Verplanck.
2.
Report from DES with respect to Maple Avenue

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *
NEW BUSINESS 
Councilmember Becker moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, and the resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:  
Receive and File the following:  

1.
Map, Plan and Report with respect to a proposed Drainage District known 
as Sunset Ridge; and refer same to the Director of DOTS for review.
2.
Request from Marion Boddie to have a parcel reinstated into the 
Westchester County Sewer District; and forward same to the County for 
their consideration.
RESOLUTION NO. 95-08 RE: Authorize request from Marion Boddie to have a Town parcel reinstated in the Peekskill Sanitary Sewer District be forwarded to Westchester County for consideration.

3.
Town of Cortlandt Alternative Energy and Management Action Plan.

4.
2007 Annual Financial Report

Disscussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked Jeff Tkacs for the Energy and Management Plan and Glenn Cestaro and staff for excellent annual financial report
All voted AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:
RESOLUTION  NO. 96-08 RE: Amend the temporary floaters list

* *    

RESOLUTION  NO.97-08 RE:  Re-Appoint Members to the Conservation Advisory council
* *    

RESOLUTION  NO. 98-08 RE:  Appoint James Eberz as a member of the Board of Assessment Review
* *    

RESOLUTION  NO. 99-08 RE:  Authorize the purchase of two (2) Paramedic Vehicles.
* *    

RESOLUTION  NO. 100-08 RE:  Authorize the Town Attorney to commence a Declaratory** Judgment Action with respect to the demolition of the Battery Place Bridge 
* *    

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION  NO. 101-08 RE:  Authorize a re-evaluation of security measures at Town facilities.
* *    

RESOLUTION  NO. 102-08 RE:  Resolution in opposition of New York State legislation to eliminate various local home rule controls including assessment and the elected Receiver of Taxes; and forward same to the Governor and State officials.
* *    

RESOLUTION  NO. 103-08 RE: Resolution to the Commissioner of Public Safety of Westchester County requesting a briefing with respect to the management and monitoring of registered sex offenders and community safety measures; and authorize DOTS to forward a letter to large shopping centers requesting they review their site lighting,
* *    

Authorize the following with respect to the Department of Technical Services:
RESOLUTION  NO. 104-08 RE:  Grant applications for Water Quality Planning and Implementation in watershed communities.
* *    

RESOLUTION  NO. 105-08 RE:  Authorize an amendment to a one-time leak adjustment with respect to the Cortlandt Nursing Care Center.
* *    

RESOLUTION  NO. 106-08 RE:  Amend an existing contract with AKRF with respect to GEIS and various zoning and special permits.
* *    

RESOLUTION  NO. 107-08 RE: Seek bids with respect to roof repairs at Town Hall.
* *    

RESOLUTION  NO. 108-08 RE:  Solicit proposals for survey work and a

 Phase 1 Archaeological Study and authorization to obtain DEC Permits.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked the members of the CAC who are volunteers. She asked James Eberz, appointed to the assessment review board, to stand up and thanked him.

All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * *
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion.  

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont,)

Received and File the following: 

Resolutions:

RESOLUTION NO. 109-08 RE:  Authorize a contract with respect to on-line bill pay for tax collection.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 110-08 RE:  Authorize an amended tax bill for a franchise adjustment for a prior year.
* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 111-08  RE:  Authorize extending a contract with respect to town plantings.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 112-08  RE:  Request rock removal on Westchester County property at the intersection of Montrose Station Road and Washington Street.
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.  

* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS
None

* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 
None
* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS 
none
* * * * * * * * * *
ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Becker moved that the meeting be adjourned at 9:40 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Lindau.
All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *

Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
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